SANTOS, CONSUELO
Ms. Santos is a 93-year-old woman who is cared for by Sylvia Gray, her daughter. The patient has a history of end-stage dementia. The patient’s daughter states that her dementia is worsening to the point that she does not recognize family members. She has severe weakness in her legs, difficulty walking, now is bedbound. She was able to walk with a walker just a week or two weeks ago, but is no longer able to do that. The patient also suffers from hypertension, hypertensive disorder as well as hyperthyroidism, osteoporosis, and end-stage coronary artery disease. After much discussion with other family members and the patient’s long-term primary care physician, it has been decided for the patient to be placed on hospice given her worsening dementia. Her daughter has decided that she no longer wants mother to be transferred to the hospital and does not want her to have any blood work at anytime in the future or any type of workup. Given the patient’s weight loss, the daughter has decided against PEG tube placement and/or artificial feeding. The patient also has behavioral changes, bowel and bladder incontinence, has become total ADL dependent. She sleeps 18-20 hours a day, is now having difficulty with speech and is nonverbal. The patient’s ataxia has caused her to remain in bed at all times. The patient is homebound and given her worsening symptoms of dementia, the patient is hospice appropriate and is expected to live less than six months on hospice. The patient and family member are quite aware of the patient’s grave prognosis.

The patient’s dementia has been diagnosed as Lewy body dementia by her neurologist which causes hallucination and behavioral issues more than regular type of dementia. The patient’s current KPS score is at 40%. The patient’s care was discussed with Sylvia, her daughter and decision for hospice has been made with much prayer. The patient is expected to do poorly and will be cared for by hospice at home. Expected to live less than six months.
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